BOROUGH of GARWOOD 

PLANNING BOARD
                                           MEETING of January 13, 2010
Chair Robert Pender called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. and stated the following:

Meeting Notice:

Pursuant to the Open Public Meeting Law, this is to state for the record that adequate notice of this meeting has been provided to the public by publication in the Cranford Chronicle and Westfield Leader and by filing of said notice in the office of the Municipal Clerk. This is a regularly scheduled meeting of the Board.
MOMENT OF SILENCE AND SALUTE TO THE FLAG

ROLL CALL

Present: Robert Pender, Mayor Dennis McCarthy, Louis Petruzelli, Sandro Villaraut, Richard Malcolm, Stephen Greet, William Nierstedt, Robert Montagne, Kathleen Villaggio,
Absent: None

Excused: Robert Scherer, Michael Vena,
Also present were Board Attorney Donald Fraser and Board Secretary Adele Lewis. 
Board Planner/Engineer Victor Vinegra arrived at 8:40 p.m.
Board Attorney Donald Fraser sworn in the members whose terms had expired. Lou 

Petruzelli was welcomed back to the Planning Board as Class II and Kathy Villaggio was 
Welcomed as Alternate II

RE-ORGANIZATION

Election of Chair  

Call for nominations for Chair of the Planning Board for 2010.

A motion was made by Sandro Villeraut to elect Robert Pender as Chair for the Planning Board for 2010. Steve Greet seconded the motion. A call was made for other nominations. There were none. A Motion was made to close nominations and a unanimous single ballot was cast for Robert Pender for Chair of the Garwood Planning Board.
Election of Vice Chair 

Call for nominations for Vice Chair of the Planning Board for 2010. 
A motion was made by Kathy Villaggio to elect Stephen Greet as Vice-Chair for the Planning Board for 2010. Sandro Villaraut seconded the motion. A call was made for other nominations. There were none. A Motion was made to close nominations and a unanimous single ballot was cast for Stephen Greet.

Resolution PB-1

On a motion by Kathy Villaggio and seconded by William Nierstedt the Board voted all in favor for the Resolution appointing Donald Fraser Board Attorney to the Planning Board through and including the January  2011 meeting.

Resolution PB-2 

On a motion by Sandro Villaraut and seconded by Richard Malcolm the Board voted all in favor for the Resolution appointing Victor Vinegra/Harbor Consultants the Consulting Engineer/Planner to the Planning Board through and including the January 2011 reorganization meeting of the Board.

Resolution PB-3

On a motion by William Nierstedt and seconded by Kathy Villaggio the Board voted all in favor for the Resolution appointing Adele Lewis Secretary to the Planning Board through and including the January, 2011 reorganization meeting of the Board.

Resolution PB-4
Resolution designating the Cranford Chronicle, Westfield Leader and Star Ledger the official newspapers of the Planning Board for the publications of official notices and as the official newspapers to receive notices for the purpose of the Open Public Meetings Act for the year 2010.

Resolution PB-5
Resolution re-adopting the Rules and Regulations, forms and procedures of the Garwood 

Planning Board. 

Resolution PB-6
Resolution adopting the following dates as the designated meetings dates for the Planning Board for 2010. All meetings will be held in the Municipal Building, 403 South Avenue beginning at 7:30 p.m.
January 13, 27            February 24       March 10, 24                April 28
May 12, 26                  June  23              July 28

    August 25
September 8, 22          October 27
   November 10               December 8
And January 12, 2011             

*The Chair and Board Secretary shall be authorized to cancel a  meeting due to lack of scheduled business.
All workshop sessions to commence at 7:15 P.M. and all regular meetings to commence at 7:30 P.M.  There will be no new applications after 10:00 p.m., no new witnesses after 10:30 p.m.. and the meeting shall be adjourned at 11:00 p.m., unless authorized by the Board.

On a motion by Kathy Villaggio and seconded by William Nierstedt the Board voted unanimously to approve Resolutions number 4, 5, and 6.
Invitation to the Public to Address the Board

Bob Pender asked if anyone would like to address the Board.  

Bruce Paterson-325 Willow Avenue requested the Planning Board consider a “State of the Planning Board report at the beginning of each year. He also inquired how the Board would cancel a meeting due to a lack of a quorum. Don Fraser explained the procedure, but stated that it has not happened in his time with the Board due to the diligent attendance of Board members.
MINUTES

· MINUTES of the   December 9, 2009 Regular Meeting   
On a motion by Sandro Villeraut and seconded by Stephen Greetr, the Board voted by general consent to adopt the minutes of the December 13, 2009 regularly scheduled Planning Board meeting as amended to include that construction was underway in the matter of 415 Willow Avenue.
RESOLUTION
Case # PB09-9              415 Willow Ave.   Block 405 Lot 9 – R-B Zone 
                                     Applicant: Anthony & Zusanna Kessler

                                     Bulk variances for height

Donald Fraser announced that he would have the resolution prepared for January 27th .
APPLICATIONS   
None

Old  Business

Discussion – Board Attorney Don Fraser updated the board on the Village Supermarket Vs. Borough of Garwood. He stated that the Board would be hearing the remand of the Gold Medal/Parissi Speed School at the direction of the Appellate Division at the next meeting. The Board discussed procedural issues as to who was qualified to vote in the matter. Don Fraser stated that Board members would be receiving the transcript from the original hearing.
ORDINANCE REVIEW
Section 106-114B – Parking in Residential Zones.
The Board reviewed the ordinance as it currently exists. They reviewed the proposed changes from Bill Nierstedt’s memo dated December 30, 2009 which highlighted the following changes:
· The ordinance should only require the construction of a garage for all NEW dwellings.  Existing dwellings that do not have garages should not be required to construct garages.
· The parking area in front of the garage should not only be of a ‘durable, all weather, dust free material’, it should specifically be paved or cement.  Stone driveways are NOT permitted.
· The garage counts as one parking space.  The paved space in front of the garage counts as one space (if it meets the minimum size requirements).  One additional parking space can be constructed to the side of the garage or house, provided that it is to the side of the dwelling/garage, and not in front of the dwelling itself.
· Section B.(2) (a)-(d) (attached) were originally meant to provide an exception/allowance for a front yard parking space without need of a variance (although a zoning permit would be required) if certain conditions existed.  The Board did not discuss these conditions during deliberations.  Further review of their intent and determination is recommended as to retention or alteration.
· Does the board want to permit installation of a parking space to the side of the parking space in front of the garage?
The Board held much discussion on the side yard setback requirement for a driveway as well as if new construction could legally be singled out for the ordinance. Don Fraser opined that this may not pass legal challenge. The Board discussed the buffer between driveways and the house.  Bill Nierstedt will draft an ordinance for the Board’s review at the next meeting.

CLAIMS

On a motion by William Nierstedt and seconded by Sandro Villaraut, the Board voted by general consent to approve the following vouchers:

$1100.00 to Kasler Associates services rendered in December 2009.
$900.00 to Kasler Associates services rendered in December 2009.
The next meeting of the Board is scheduled for January 27, 2010 in the municipal building.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the Board adjourned 9:05 p.m. 






Respectfully Submitted, 






Adele C. Lewis, Board Secretary
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