BOROUGH of GARWOOD 

PLANNING BOARD
                                           MEETING of June 10, 2009

Chair Robert Pender called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. and stated the following:

Adequate notice of this meeting was published in the Cranford Chronicle on May 22, 2009 and in the Westfield Leader on May  29, 2009 pursuant to the requirements of N.J.S 40:55D-13 and in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Law.  This is a special meeting of the Board.

MOMENT OF SILENCE AND SALUTE TO THE FLAG

ROLL CALL

Present: Mayor Dennis McCarthy, Councilwoman Kathleen Villaggio, Robert Pender,
                William Nierstedt, Robert Montagne, 

Absent: None

Excused: Robert Scherer, Sandro Villaraut, Michael Vena, Stephen Greet, William 

    Severage, Richard Malcolm, Chris LaSpina
Also present were Board Attorney Donald Fraser and Board Secretary Adele Lewis. 

Board Planner/Engineer Victor Vinegra was excused.
PUBLIC HEARING

2009 Master Plan and Re-Examination Report
Jason Kasler of Kasler Associates presented a power point presentation to begin the public hearing on the Master Plan and Re-Examination report. He stated that the subcommittee has provided valuable input. He reviewed the report noting the highlights of each element section by section. 
The Board identified minor typographical errors to be corrected. Several substantive revisions were also identified.
Section 5 pages 20, 22 and 24 the Land Area contained within the Table 5 is incorrectly identified.
In reviewing the Land Use Plan, the Board identified needed revisions such as a portion of Center Street not being identified on the Map on pg 11 and the map on page 17 not correctly identifying the property between the Hartman Park and the School parking lot.

The Board discussed the recommendation of classifying that parcel as Open Space. The Board discussed the effects of taking such action. Board Attorney Donald Fraser explained that the Borough would then be required to purchase the property when it became available. Mayor McCarthy and Councilwoman Villaggio stated they were not in favor of that at this time.

In discussing the Circulation Element, the Board felt the Plan should also include where the high percentage of accidents occur noting the most dangerous intersections.
Bill Nierstedt requested that the Recycling Element beginning in Section 15 also include some type of comparison of how the Borough compares to the State. Councilwoman Villaggio stated that she would also like to see some language in the plan encouraging education of the public promoting recycling for the environment as well as a means to save money.
The Board discussed the Existing Land Use Plan and the non-conformity rate. Jason Kasler stated that much consideration was given to the character of the neighborhoods. The Board again reviewed the process by which residents would apply for a zoning permit or certificate of non-conformity, if needed. 
In reviewing the Community Facilities Plan, the Board stated that the recommendation should be to attempt to provide more open space on the North side of town. Also, Bill Nierstedt inquired if there should be a statement which notes the concern that the Borough needs a Senior Center, Athletic Fields and School Space.

Mr. Kasler and Board discussed the Historic Element. Mr. Kasler stated that the entrance of the PaperBoard. The Aeolian Factory on North Avenue is a notable site with its Gothic facade.

During the Housing Element and Fair Share Plan, Mr. Kasler explained the Borough’s COAH obligation. He stated that the Borough’s obligation, based on a forcasting model called the “S” curve, is as follows: 19 Affordable Units and 10 Rehabilitation Units for a total of 29 Units.   In reviewing the Historic Employment trends, it was noted that there has been a fairly consistent decline in the number of employment establishments.  Other recommendations included considering vacating a section of Spruce and Myrtle and Fourth and Brookside and designate them as Open Space.

In discussing the Re-Examination report- Section 16, Bill Nierstedt suggested adding a reference to sustainability or LEED requirements or recommendations.  
Robert Pender asked if there were any questions or comments from the public.
Bruce Paterson, 325 Willow Avenue asked if the Master Plan will “capture” illegal two-family homes. 

Donald Fraser stated that the Zoning Officer, who is responsible for enforcing zoning, has one year to issue certificates of non-conformity for home owners affected by any Zone change. It was also noted that the Master Plan does not change the zoning. Rather the governing body is responsible for that.

John Conlin, Hemlock Ave., inquired about the next steps for the Master Plan.

Kathy Villaggio thanked Jason Kasler and the subcommittee for their hard work. She stated that this Master Plan represents a significant change, but the Borough is changing and it should be accurately reflected in the Master Plan.

Bill Nierstedt also thanked Mr. Kasler, recognizing the diligent efforts to produce the Master Plan

The Board discussed the number of changes that were identified and recommended. Board Attorney Fraser stated that they could adopt the Master Plan and Re-Examination report as revised this evening, or carry the discussion until the June 24th meeting.

The Board decided that they would like to see the changes prior to voting on the Master Plan. 
Chair Pender announced that the hearing of the Master Plan would be carried until the next meeting. Mr. Kasler stated that he had a conflict for that night. The Board stated that his presence would not be needed for that meeting. 

The next meeting of the Board is scheduled for June 24, 2009.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the Board adjourned   9:45 p.m. 






Respectfully Submitted, 
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Adele C. Lewis, Board Secretary
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