BOROUGH of GARWOOD 

PLANNING BOARD
                                   MEETING of SEPTEMBER 24, 2008

Chair Robert Pender called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. and stated the following:

“Pursuant to the Open Public Meeting Law, this is to state for the record that adequate notice of this meeting has been provided to the public by posting and maintaining the annual notice of the meetings for 2008 in the Cranford Chronicle and Westfield Leader and by filing of said notice in the office of the Municipal Clerk. This is a regularly scheduled meeting of the Board.”

MOMENT OF SILENCE AND SALUTE TO THE FLAG

ROLL CALL

Present: Robert Pender, Councilwoman Kathleen Villaggio, Stephen Greet, Michael Vena,

               Richard Malcolm, Sandro Villaraut , Chris LaSpina


Absent: None

Excused: Mayor Dennis McCarthy, William Nierstedt, Robert Montagne, Louis Petruzelli

William Severage, Robert Scherer

Also present were Board Attorney Donald Fraser and Board Secretary Adele Lewis and Board Planner/Engineer Victor Vinegra. 

Invitation to the Public to Address the Board

Chair Pender asked if anyone would like to address the Board.  

Robert O’Sullivan 903 Center Street- stated there is confusion between Planning Board Engineer and Borough Engineer.  He stated his permits are being held up and inquired as to who is responsible for the final review. Mr. Vinegra will contact Carol in the Cranford Office for clarification.

Ann Leonard   536 Myrtle Avenue- She stated that there is no follow up on code enforcement. The lot behind Hess Gas Station is poorly maintained.  She also stated that 343 Hemlock Ave has high grass. Don Fraser recused himself for a potential conflict and left the dais.  She should not have to complain for action to be taken. Councilwoman Villaggio stated that the list was given to the Borough Administrator to forward to Zoning Officer Dec. She stated that she is proud of the town and would like to keep up the appearances of the borough. She also stated that she hopes the Mews retail stores will all have the same signage so as not to become a Center Street. Board Attorney Fraser returned to the dais.

Bruce Paterson, 325 Willow Ave.  inquired  if the Mews has followed the “Kit of Parts” as it appears to be a mishmash of signs with no continuity.  Victor Vinegra stated that there is continuity as far as size but the color is left to the tenant. Mr. Paterson inquired as to what Zoning Officer Dec’s salary is. Kathy Villaggio stated that his salary is $10,000.00 per year and the information is public record. Don Fraser stated that the Planning Board has no jurisdiction over the Zoning Officer. Mr. Dec is employed by the governing body.

Angelo Alimoti 321 Hemlock Avenue stated that subdivisions are becoming a problem. 

APPLICATION

Case # PB 08-8 507-513 South Avenue

Block 303 Lots 7 & 8 General Business Zone

Applicant: 515 South Avenue, LLC 

Robert Pender read a letter dated September 16, 2008 from the Margolis Law firm advising that the matter be carried with no further notice.

The Board discussed if the notice would carry for the applicant. They agreed to

Tabled it to Oct 22nd, but felt given the amount of time that had now passed, in addition to the number of new variances identified by Mr. Vinegra, the applicant should be required to renotice.

Vote to adjourn the application to the October 22nd but require the applicant to renotice.

On a motion by Robert Pender and seconded by Sandro Villeraut, the Board voted Affirmative (7) Kathy Villaggio, Robert Pender, Stephen Greet, Sandro Villeraut, Michael Vena, Richard Malcolm, Chris LaSpina, Negative (0) to carry the application of 507-515 South Avenue to the October 22, 2008 Planning Board meeting providing that the applicant renotice the application.

Robert Pender asked Board Secretary Adele Lewis to notify the applicant of the Board’s decision.

Certificate of Non-Conformity 

The Board discussed the form and application prepared Board Secretary Lewis. The Board had previously discussed the need for such a form, as nothing in the Developer Assistance Package is relevant to this type of application. Also, there is currently no fee in the ordinance for a certificate of non-conformity. The consensus of the Planning Board was that $400.00 was an appropriate fee and recommends that that governing body amend the ordinance accordingly.

On a motion by Michael Vena and seconded by Stephen Greet, the Board voted Affirmative (6)   Robert Pender, Stephen Greet, Sandro Villeraut, Michael Vena, Richard Malcolm, Chris LaSpina, Negative (0) Abstention (1) Kathy Villaggio to adopt the certificate of Non-conformity for and instructions and to recommend that the governing body set the fee for certificate of Non-conformity at $400.00.
ORDINANCE REVIEWS

Demolition during fencing- Victor Vinegra will revise and bring draft to next meeting.

Parking ordinance tabled in Board member Bill Nierstedt’s absence. The Board will discuss it at next meeting.

CLAIMS

On a motion by Mike Vena and seconded by Stephen Greet, the Board voted by general consent to approve the following vouchers for Victor Vinegra:

Invoice # 13681 for 507 South Ave. for services Oct 2007- July 2008   in the amount of  $ 690.00

Invoice # 13655  for 710 North Avenue for services in August 2008 in the amount of 

$ 1320.00.

Invoice # 13699 for Hemlock Avenue for services in August 2008 in the amount of 

$ 230.00.

On a motion by Mike Vena and seconded by Stephen Greet, the Board voted by general consent to approve the following vouchers:

Guariello & Dec Associates, for inspections at the Mews between Chestnut and Maple St. the amount of $640.00

Palumbo & Renaud for professional legal services associated with Garwood North I in the amount of $737.50

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Garwood Planning Board is Wednesday, October 22, 2008
ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the Board adjourned 8.45 p.m. 

                                                                            Respectfully Submitted, 






      Adele C. Lewis, Board Secretary
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