
GARWOOD PLANNING BOARD

MEETING OF

Wednesday, January 24, 2007
Adequate notice of this meeting was published in the Cranford Chronicle in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Law. This is a regularly scheduled meeting of the Board

MOMENT OF SILENCE AND SALUTE TO THE FLAG

ROLL CALL

Present:

                    Kathleen Villaggio          Sandro Villaraut

                    William Severage           Robert Montagne     

                    Stephen Greet
          Robert Pender

   William Nierstedt   

                    Richard Malcolm            Robert Scherer                   Louis Petruzzelli  

                    Steve Napolitano    
Excused:    Dennis McCarthy  
Also present were Board Attorney Donald Fraser, Board Planner/EngineerVictor Vinegra and 
Board Secretary Adele Lewis. 

MINUTES
On a motion by Robert Scherer and seconded by Kathy Villaggio, the Board voted to adopt the minutes of the January 10, 2007 meeting.

Board Secretary Lewis noted for the record that there had been a revision to the meeting dates which were originally published. On a motion by Robert Scherer and seconded by William Nierstedt the Board voted by general consent to adopt the revised dates and re-publish the notice.





REVISED DATES:

	MEETING DATE

	January 10, 24

	February 28 *

	March 14, 28 *

	April 25

	May 9, 23

	June 27

	July 25

	August 22

	September 12, 26

	October 24 *

	November 28 *

	December 12

	January 9, 2008


APPLICATION

Case #-PB 07-1


231 North Avenue-Block 211 Lot 4  APPLICANT: Sprint Spectrum, L.P.


Request for Site Plan Approval – For proposed placement of 12 antennas on the existing 


118 ft. monopole at an approximate height of 65 ft. and the removal of the existing Nextel antenna


in addition to placing electronic equipment within the existing Nextel equipment shelter.

A court reporter (Michelle Gruedel) from the firm of Rosenburg & Associates was present.
Warren Stilwell, Esq., Cooper Levinson, Atlantic City, NJ represented the applicant. Mr. Nydale, Pinnacle Telecom Group reviewed his report dated 8-16-06 titled “Antenna Site Compliance Assessment and Report”

Rich Coad, of Tektonic Engineering reviewed the drawings he prepared dated 8-14-06.  He stated there would be no change in the access.  Robert Scherer inquired about the wires being run on the outside of the monopole. The plans show the wires on the inside of the monopole. Mr. Scherer stated that this was a condition of approval for previous applicants at this location and it seems the condition has not been enforced. The Board discussed the owners consent form, which was not signed by the property owner, Calais and lease holder, Crown.  Bill Nierstedt discussed the need for street trees for screening and enhancement of the property.  Stephen Greet stated the coax should definitely be placed internally and that this should be a condition of approval. 

Chair Pender asked for questions from the public. 

Bruce Paterson, 325 Willow Ave., inquired as to what is the current number of antennas presently on the monopole.

Mr. Timothy Kronk, P.P., R.A., reviewed the site photo’s Exhibits A-1 through A-3 were marked into evidence.  A-1 View from Intersection of Oak St. and North Ave. A-2 Current & Photo simulations-view from 236 North Ave looking south, A-3 Existing condition of the site- looking North. Mr. Kronk stated that there would be no impact as they are removing antennas and the existing equipment shelter.
Planner Vinegra stated that a review by the electrical inspector from the Cranford Building Dept. should be a condition of approval.

On a motion by Stephen Greet and seconded by Sandro Villaraut, the Board voted Affirmative (8) Sandro Villaraut, Kathleen Villaggio, Robert Pender, Stephen Greet, William Severage, Mike Vena, Richard Malcolm, William Nierstedt, Negative (1) Robert Scherer, to grant site plan approval with the following conditions: Co-axle must be located inside the monopole, the Electrical engineer must inspect and sign off, 6 shade trees shall be planted (location to be selected by Planner), submission of Contract-redacted by property owner and Crown, remove all excess cable, touch up paint as needed- in the matter of 231 North Avenue-Sprint Spectrum
OLD BUSINESS

SECTION 106-155 (Stenographer Fees)
The Board continued their discussion from the previous month’s meeting regarding Section 106-155 of the Zoning Ordinance of Garwood, which provides the Board with discretion to require a stenographer at the hearings
Board Attorney Don Fraser presented  to the Board two proposals for their consideration. The first option mandates a court reporter for certain type of applications, including major site plan, major subdivision and Use variances.  After some discussion, the Board decided to require a court reporter for all subdivisions.  The Board has the discretion to waive this requirement. 
Option two which was presented for the Board’s consideration had the Borough of Garwood absorbing the cost of the court reporter.  Board members felt that option one was preferable in that it requires the applicant to bear that cost. 
On a motion by Robert Scherer and seconded by Stephen Greet, the Board voted Affirmative (9) Sandro Villaraut, Kathleen Villaggio, Robert Pender, Stephen Greet, William Severage, Mike Vena, Richard Malcolm, William Nierstedt, Robert Scherer,, Negative (0) to recommend to the governing body an amendment to Section 106-155 of Chapter 106 of the Land Use Ordinance of Garwood to require a court reporter for hearings of major site plan, subdivisions and Use variances.  The applicant shall arrange and bear the expense of the reporter. The Board may at its discretion waive this requirement.
Chapter 106- Article XI (Signs) 

The Board continued the Sign ordinance discussion from the previous meeting. The Board reviewed the language of the sign ordinance and stated that it was not ambiguous.  Planner Vinegra distributed a sample sign/awning application from another municipality for the Board’s consideration. A recommendation was made to have the Chamber of Commerce help educate merchants about the sign ordinance. Planner Vinegra stated that he expects this new application form to clarify the sign ordinance. Board Attorney Fraser recommended the sign ordinance being expanded to address “moving and flashing” signs.  Planner Vinegra also stated that the sign ordinance should state that menu boards are not permitted, as well as requiring that when a business closes, all non-conforming signage must be removed.
NEW BUSINESS

Master Plan Re-examination – timeline for seeking professional services- The Board discussed the process for hiring a consultant to prepare the Master Plan. Planner Vinegra informed the Board of the timeline and procedure for the re-examination of the Master Plan, and the hiring of an outside consultant. 

On a motion by Robert Pender and seconded by William, the Board voted Affirmative (9) Sandro Villaraut, Kathleen Villaggio, Robert Pender, Stephen Greet, William Severage, Mike Vena, Richard Malcolm, William Nierstedt, Robert Scherer,, Negative (0) to authorize Planner Vinegra to prepare a Request for Proposal (RFP) with the Borough Administrator.

Board Secretary Lewis informed the Board that at this time there was no scheduled business for the next meeting of February 28th
CLAIMS

On a motion by Mike Vena and seconded by Robert Scherer, the Board voted by general consent to approve payment of the following vouchers.

$1133.50 from the escrow of Garwood North, LLC

$1078.00 from the escrow of Garwood North, LLC

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the Board adjourned 9:30 p.m.








Respectfully Submitted







Adele C. Lewis, Board Secretary
